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The Indlans—thelr enemibes,

Wo had hoped to hear mo more of Indian
butcheries in Californin, With the calender of
bloody deeds which last year closed it was our
carnest wish that this epecies of iniquity had
Dlotted the page of our history for o long, Jast
timé. ‘That the murderous tomahawk had been
buried, and the terrible riflo of the mountaincer
lnid aside j; but vur hopes have proved fallacious.
In nnotherpart of the paper we publishacommu-
nioation from a friend residing at Sonoma dotailing
particulars of the recent outrago committed by a
party of white miserennts in that neighborhood.
‘fho victims upon whom the sins of criminals of
their own color have been visited, were, as is
usunlly the case, innocent of offence, and by
thoir uniform quict demennor havo thoroughly
established & namo throughout the portion of
Californin inhabited by them, for tractability and
usefulness, They were the Indian employoes of
tho soveral sottlers in Sonoma and Nappa Vallies,
nnd for many years they have maintained a rela-
tionship of perfect amity with the whites. Defi-
nitely concerning the nature of their alleged evil
doing, our correspondent does not speak ; bub we
ean rondily imagine why the chivalrous “hounds”
of the red woods have concentrated and com-
monced indiscriminate slaughter of the Indinns.

Early last epring similar difficulties disturbed
the tranquility of the miners on the American
river, and the grounds of complaint agninst the
Indians were sufficiently strong to nrouso the
whole mining population to arms and unite them
in the wark of extermination. The Indians com-
mitted several brutal murders, but they sought|.
savage redress for outrages committed by the
whites, The desperndoes of our people who
went among the Indians to communicnte with
them through the muzsles of their rifles brought
down the deadly vengeance of the various tribes
around them, and the consequence was the shed-
ding of much innocent blood. The Indians were
mercilessly hunted down andorder finally restored
by the expulsionof the Indiansfrom the grounds
occupied by the miners. The cause of the recent
nggressions in Sonoma yalley on the part of the
whites is said to bo the murder of white men by
the Indiane last fall, and for which, it would ap-
pear the slaughtor of whole tribes has not suffi-
ciently atoned. We hope and trust the U. S.
troops in Californin will prevent further violence,
whila the arm of the civil law will ferret out the
perpetrators of these infamous crimes, and bring
them to condign punishment.

3-11-1850

I e ——————eeet il T s — e

PSS a—

Correspondence of the Alta California,
“onoma, March 2d., 1850,

Lditors of the Alta Californin.—~Gentlemen : Our
little town lins sinee yesterday been thoe seene of o tre-
mendons exeitement, but T fruse the worst i over.  Fver,
since the murder of Andrew Kelsey at the Clenr Lako hy
the Indians, n party of men have cansed much exeite-
ment minong the peaceful inhnbitants of this place and|
Nappa. On the 3lst ultimo, o meating wns got np in
Nappn fot the purpose of driving ail the Indinna feom the
country. A part?' of twenty-four armed horscmnn,
mostly from the Red Woods, proceeded to Mr, Yount's
rancho, et fire to the rancharie, and chosed near one
hundred Indians to the monntaing ; thence proceeded on
to Fuwler's ranch, aml thore shot down fifteen innocent
Indinns.  After this, they pnassed on to Santa Rosa,
chased the Indinng from thenee ;3 eame on to Joaso Bens-
lev's raneh in Sonoma, and there killed two of his houge-
hold, Indian servants; a third was fired at but eseaped. |
The same evening, another meeting wad got up in Sono-
ma for the enmo purpose. Long speeches were mnde, and
it wns partinlly suceessful in cuusinghmcu and money Lo
aid the other party. Fortunntely, howerer, it was dig
covered in timo to break up the schome. Yesterday the
pnrty that is said to have killed the Indinns, pnssed
through this town, and threatened to hunt and kill every
Indinn, mald and femnle, found in the country. At the
suggestion u{ the citizens amd military, the Juatiee of
the Dence, P Camphell, fssued n writ to tho Sheriff,
anmmanding him to disperse the party ; but they paid no
nttention and passed into Nappa Valley. Ilero they
burned Nicholns Le Guerra’s rancharie, and pursued
his Indians some distance. The oitizens of Noppn, henr-
ing of these acts, met them on their way Lo Cayatano’s
ranch, nand finally suceeeded in nrresting their progress.
To-dny o part of them returned to this place, and it is
said o fow have gonelo the mines, fully equipped with
saddles, horses, &o. A courier was disputched from hero,
and two from Napps to the Governor, for instructions
how to procced. The ecitizens are much alarmed, the
mountains are full of terrified Indians, and it is fenred
they will in return kill every whito man within thoir
reach. How it will end, God only knows.  VERITAS. l
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______ Our Im"nll_-"'l.'-l'"lll-

It isusual to nesociate with preconceptions nat-
urally formed in tho mind of the emigrant about
%o start for California, an indefinablo dread of sav-
ago terrors, such as eaucy Indians and prowling
wild bensts are apt to inspire. In the fancies of
evory adventurer from civilized and enlightened
scencs thero are alwnys pictured many unrenl
dangers attendant on their tripinto these remote
wilds, and lot him be over so well informed con.
corning the history of his future home,. and the
character of its inhabitants, deriving his knowl-
odge from the best accredited testimony, there
will stillbo a vast deal of unnccessary apprehen-
sions nurtured. Everyono supposes that in com-
ing to Californin there aro certain dangers to bo
oncountered, which ecastward of the Rocky moun-
tains aro belioved inseparable from the toils and
and trinls of tho western pioncer. Thia all-prev-
alent impression is carried around Capo Horn, and
comes across the country in the tangible shape
of bowie-knives and five barrelled revolving fire
arms. Even on arriving here, in tho hurry of
landing the Californian does not forget his weap-
ons of defence, nnd wo not unfrequently en-
counter one in the streets of San Francisco,
armod cap-a-pie asif fora desperate hand-to-
hand encounter witha Californin “savage. It
would be somewhat dificult to find such an ene-
my under o copper skin, were we to search the
country through. As much may not bo said of
other complexions, however. All theso fears
aro idle, though such preconceptions are perfect-
ly natural, and wo are willing that as a peculiar-
ity of the present Californin emigration it should
regulate and adapt itsclf to the spirit of the times
until at length overcome by the march of im-
provement.
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The early pioneers of the Anglo Saxon race |
found a different state of things cxisting on thui
Pacific coast than from experience and knowl-|
edge of other parts of tho contineat, quite ‘asun-|
cultivated, they wero led to presume. At mo!
timo since tho oocupation of this country by
Americans havo the settlers had serious cause of
complaint against the Indians who occupied the
broad lands upon which they have chosen to re-
side. They were viowed ns a vagabond, thrif-
less and degraded people, depraved by the influ-
ence of Spanish missions rather than vicious in
the pursuit of their natural inclinations. The
depredatory incursions of the roving and more
mischievous tribes, amounted to nothing more
than the theft of horses from their Spanish mas-
ters, and which they possibly considered but re-
claimed property. Theranchorics in turn would
pursue the robbers and in almost every instance
would be the first to shed hlood. In this man-
ner the Indians of Tulare wvalley were dealt
with, and they were considered the most hostile
of all the tril, .o uround. Our countrymen found
little dificulty in reconciling these brutish beings
to n change of masters. Although the names of
Jose and Jesus were identified with tho most dar-
ing deeds performed by tho horse thief Indians,
these influential chiefs readily rendored their as-
sistanco to Col. Fremont in the subjugation of the
country, and evinced by their subsequent conduct
a denire to bo at peace with Americans. Sinco
the discovery of gold, and the moro sudden inne-
vation of Yankee greancss in all parts of Califor-
nin, very little opposition from Indians has been
encountered, and sections of country have been
penetrated by small parties whero two years ago
it would have been believed impracticable for a
large number of armed men to sustain themselves
against the [ndians. Feather river, King's river,
Clear Lako and tho southern tributaries of the
San Joaquin, were no longer ago than this infest-
ed by Indians, wild and warlike. Yet our peo-
ple have subdued them withont s blow—with-
out scarce a manifestation of strength. This
certainly proves the Indiuns of this country
tractablo, if it does not clearly establish their in-
offensiveness and desiro to live at peaco with the
whites.
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But the blood of whito and red man has been
spilled, and not ono hundred miles from the ear-
liest established Anglo-Saxon trading post in Ca-
lifornia. The Indians of Columa, among whom
the kindly deeds of the veteran pioncer Captain
Sutter bad for many years been warmly cherish-
ed, were the first to reap the evil of intercourse
with their white masters. Last year thoy wero
forced to flee tho mountainsand become vagrants
in the valley settlements,

This, as we stated a day or two sinco, was ono
of the fruits of intorcourse with an inhuman, un-
principled, ignorant and grasping class of miners,
who outraged the Indians in their early teach-

ings of civilization, and were afterward made the
special objeots of Indian hatred and revenge.
And the work of blood hus not yet ended. The
innocent are again the sufferers. Vengeance has
been heavily visited upon those whose crime is
but their color, and by men who we blush to be-

lieve aro Americans. Let the question then be

considered who aroe most culpable in creating dan-

gerous feudsat this advanced period, between the
Indian tribes and whito settlers of California?
And finally, have wo teason for acts of violence ot
aggression ! Is such a course consistent with hu-
mane policy or to be countenanced by a Chirstian

people ?
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The Indian ﬂnll-n.g“ n Napn Tnlley.

We have received a communication foom Veri-
tas, in Sonoma relative to the outrages recently
committed thero, and, though wo have published
already the principal portion of the information
it contains, there are some additional particulars
which we have not before received. While this
band of lynchers were on their way to Cayata-
no's Ranche they wore dispersed by the citizens
of Napa. Thenext day a number of them wero
arrosted in virtue of a warrant isssued by the
1st Alcalde of Benicin, at Sonoma. Those who
wero nccessory to the acts ofincendarism but are
not charged with murder are about entering into
recognizances for their appearanco for trial.

The persons who are now in pricon are Samuel
Kelsey, Captain Smith, James Lewis, Julian Gra-
ham, —— Graham, his brother, James Prigmore,
John Kelly, W. Anderson. The names of some
of those who were present at the murders and who
were not arrested at the date of our communica.
tion, are George Spence, Joseph Wadlow, Ephriam
Prigmore, Calvin Griffith, Francis Kellogg, the
brothers Elliott, and Saunders, Those who
disagreed with Smith and objected to the mur-
der and those who were only accessaries will be
admitted to bail—they are Benjamin Moore,
Wm. Hewlett, B. Kirkland, Benjamin Kelscy, J
Rea, Perry and Wiggins. Hundreds of the Indi-
ans are in the mountaine in a starving condition,
afraid to return to the Ranchos. Weo trust that
prompt measures will be taken and carried out to

protect the Indians in future, and afford them
present succor.

- - —




‘| matter rest.

‘| take the price of hiz mules in Indian scal
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TrousLE wiTH INDIANS ON THE STANISLAD.—A
friend from tho mines has favored us with the
particulars of a deplorable event, which took
place recently on the Upper Stanislau.  Some
six weeks since, one Wm. Hunterand another
man, residing at Carson's creck, purchased two
mules from & man named Parkno, which were
stolen n fuw days afterward. They tracked them
to near an Indian ranche, where they saw an
Indian and a boy. who told them the mules were
at thoe ranche, and that Parkno was thern aluw.
When within about & hundred yarls of the
ranche the Indians began to run. Hunter im-
mediately shot him, and then knocked down the
hoy, and would bhave killed him, but for his com-
panion. A body of Indisps fired upon them with
srrows, but they caeaped unburt. The Indiana
afterward had a “talk,” and all agreeil to let the
But notwithstanding thig, Hunter
was afterwards hoard to declare that he would
and,
unfortunately, this reaching the oars of the Indi-
ans, probably induced the catastrophe which fl-
lowed. Not long subsequent to this event a par-
ty of twelre, consisting of Hunter, hia brother,
F. B. Hoskinson, J. Shelton, . B. Cottrell. D.
Parker, A. I. Osborne, and five others, started on
a prospecting tour among the forks of the Upper
Stapisdau. Tho party separated, Hunter, his

| brother, Huskinson, Shelton, and Cottrell, in one

party—thoe other sevon procceding up another
canon. Ina deep and narrow part, the former
party was suddenly asailed by a shower of ar-
rows, and Hunter and his Lrotler were mortall
wounded. Hoskinson and Cottrell made a rush
for an opening where the Indians would not he
likely to attack them. Shelton sceing his com-
nions fall, stood by until told by them to save

1 himsolf, if possible, a3 they wero dying. Sholton

{left them, not however until the Indians had
commonced throwing down rocks, one of which
struck one of tho dying men. Shelton, after
much futigue snd suffering, reached Murphy's
Now Diggings, twelve miles above Carson's croek

Stmnia to say, though the arrows fell thick
around him, he was untouched. He firod seve-
ral times, and thinks he brought down two or
three Indians. Usborn and Parker, and their
party, were also attacked, but all escaped, with
the exception of Parkor, who was struck by an
srrow, which, but for his shoulder blade, might
have proved mortal. Hoskinson. of Huntor's
rty, was wounded in the fleshy part of the hip,
y an arrow. Hunter and his Lrother wore kill-
ed about twenty miles above I’ass lo Pino.
Since the above occurrence, o trader at Carson's,
while bringing in part of a boeve, had one quarter
stolen by Indians. On his return to the spot
where tho beef was killed, he was grossly insult-
ed by the Indinns, and one of them proceeded to
draw his bow upon him; when, as a matter of
safety, lio sliot him down—a thing to be rogret-
tod, but, under tho circumstanoes, probably jus-

tiiable.—[Stockton Times.
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RIOT WITH THE INDIANE.

We have been informed by a gentleman
from Deer Creek, that one day last week,
some twelve men, who had been soldiers in
the Mexican war, attacked a party of Indi-
ans whom they accused of stealing animals,
and killed four or five men and one squaw.
The Indians, after ronning some time before
their pursuers, turned round, seeing so few
in chase, and the pursuer became the pursu-
ed, until they gained a strong hold in a
rocky part of the mountain, where the Indi-
ans attacked them furiously, wounding, it
is believed fatally, two of the whites, one in
the shoulder, and the other in the arm. The
siege lasted two days, during which the In-
dians lost seventeen men and one squaw,
besides those before mentioned

A man called Bill Ebben is the leader of
the assailants. A party of two hundred was
organizing at Deer Creek, and were expect-
ted tostart in pursuit last Thursday morning.
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Bloody Doings on the North Fork.
About two weeks ago a party of Indians
came stealthily upon a few miners who were
sleeping after thzir work was over, in their
tents, on the North Fork, some twenty miles
above Auburn. Before the’Indians gave any
warning to the whites of their presence,
| they killed two, wounded nnother, and then |
succeeded in making their escape. Oa Fri-
day of last week, a trader, who was travél.
ling with' his team, was'surprised by Indians
when about fifieen miles above Auburn.—
Two arrows.from their bows took effect on
his person, and he only saved his life by a
‘| precipitate flight. They carried off his coat,
which he left on his wagon, with six hun-
dred -dollars' worth of dust in the pocket.
They also rcobed his wagon of the valuable
goods it crntained, and killed several of his
oxen. The accounts of these outrages spread
rapidly ; and on Saturday last a company of
about twenty men, part of whom were mount.
cd on horses, started from Auburn-and Kel-
ly’s Bar, in 'pursuit of the Indians, They
found them encamped in a valley, near 1lli.
noistown, about a mile and a half from the
North Fork, and some twenty miles above
Auburn. It was thought the Indians were
a hundred strong. They were armed with
| bows and arrows, and had one gun. The
whites immediately fired upon them, ivhere-
upon they ran, scattering. in all dirce-
tions. After this the whites were occasion-
ally shot at by the Indians, small parties of
whom were foundhere and there in ambush,
from which they were driven as often as dis-
covered. Two of the whites were wounded
with ‘arrows, but not fatally, The loss of the
Indians could not -be ascertained. Tienty-
five dead bodics' were found, and ‘it is sup-
posed they concealed and carried off others
of their dead.  Among their dead were found|
a woman and a child. The party returned
to Auburn, havi ing with them several scalps,
wlich were exhibited in that place in the early
part of this week.
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It is believed by many of the minets that
white men arc among the Indians, inciting
them to hostilities. It is pretty certain that

|2 German Doctor has been leading them on

in some of Lheir attacks,

A meeting was held at Auburn, last Mon-
day evening, to raise a company of volun-
teers, for the purpose of scouring the coun-
try and making war upon the Indians where-
ever found, so long as they maintain a hos-
tile position. Soms fifteen or twenty enrol-
led their names. There can be no doubt of
the right of men to profect themselves when
their lives are endangered, and a certain de-
gree of force is justifiable for the protection
of property. We fear however, the Indians
have not always been dealt with in the right
spirit in this country, and that many lives
have been lost where there would have been
no difficulty had more pains been taken to
cultivate feelings of amity and accommoda-
tion with the aboriginal race. There are too
meuy who are ready, at the slightest provo-
cation, to shoot an Indian; and, possibly, the
Indians have often done things consistent
with their etiquette, which bave been misun.
derstood by our people. We fear it iz too
late now, after so many difficulties, for our
people to live in peace with them, and that
hostilities will become more general than
heretofore. It would be well for both whites
and Indians if Government troops could be
sent in sufficient numbers to the most expos-
ed places. Otherwise there is danger of val-
uable lives being lost, and an irregular war-
fare being kept up, which many think not at
all honorable to either party.
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