Transcript of August 1, 1851 Indian Treaty held at Bidwell’s Ranch

Rnoty all et v tyese presents

That A Treaty of Peace and Friendship has this day been made and concluded near
Bidwell’s Ranch on Chico Creek between the United States Indian Agent O. M.
Wozencrafi of the one part and the Chiefs Captains and Head men of the following
tribes viz Mi-chop-da  Es-kuin  Ho-lo-lu-pi To-to  Su-nus Che-no  Bat-si
Yut-duc Sim-sa-wa tribes of the other part.

Article Ist The several Tribes or Bands above mentioned do
acknowledge the United States to be the sole and absolute Sovereign of
all the soil and Territory ceded to them by a Treaty of Peace made
between them and the Republic of Mexico.

Art 2 The_said Tribes or Bands acknowledge themselves jointly and
severally under the exclusive jurisdiction, authority and protection of the
United States and hereby bind themselves hereafter to refrain from the
Commission of all acts of Hostility and aggression towards the
Government or citizens thereof, and to live on terms of Peace and
Friendship among themselves and with all other Indian Tribes which are
now or may come under the protection of the United States.

And firthermore bind themselves to conform to and be Governed
by the Laws and regulations of the Indian Bureau made and provided
therefor by the Congress of the United States.

Art 3 To promote the settlement and improvement of said Tribes or
Bands it is hereby stipulated and agreed that the following District of
Country in the State of California, shall be and is hereby set apart
forever for the sole use and occupancy of the aforesaid Tribes of
Indians. To wit commencing at a point on Feather River two miles
above the Town of Hamilton and extending thence North Westerly to the
North East corner of Neal's grant thence North Westerly along the
boundaries of Neal's, Henslev's and Bidwell's grant to the N.E. corner
of the last named grant, thence N. Easterly six miles (6) thence S.
Easterly parallel with the line extending from the beginning point to the
NE corner of Bidwell's grant to Feather River, and thence down said
river to the place of beginning.

Provided that there is reserved to the Government of the United
States the right of way over any portion of said Territory, and the right
to establish and maintain any Military Post or Posts, Public Building,
School Houses, Houses for Agents, Teachers and such others as they
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may deem necessary for their use or the protection of the Indians. The
said Tribes or Bands and each of them hereby engage that they will
never claim any other Lands within the Boundaries of the United States
nor ever disturb the people of the dist. in the free use and enjovment
thereof.

Art 4 To_aid the said Tribes or Bands in their subsistence while
removing to and making their Settlement upon the said reservation, the
United States, in addition to the few presents made them at this council
will furnish them free of charge with Two Hundred head of Beef Cattle
(200) to average in weight Five Hundred pounds each (500) Seventy-five
sacks flour one Hundred pounds each (100) within the term of Two
Years from the date of this Treaty.

Art 5 As_early as convenient after the Ratification of this Treaty by the
President and Senate in consideration of the promised and with a
sincere desire to encourage said Tribes in acquiring the arts and habits
of civilized life, the United States will also furnish them with the
Jfollowing articles to be divided among them by the Agent according to
their respective numbers and wants during each of the two years
succeding the said ratification, viz (1) one pair string pantaloons and
(2) one red flannel shirt for each man & bov (3) one Linsev gown for
each woman & girl (4) 2000 yards calico & 500 vds brown sheeting (5)
20 Ibs Scotch thread and 1000 needles (6) 6 doz thimbles 2 doz pr
scissors (7) one 3 1/3 Point Mackinaw blanket for each man and boy
over fifieen (15) vears of age.

1000 Ibs iron & 100 lbs steel and in like manner in the first vear for the
permanent use of the said Tribes and as their joint property viz (1) 235
Brood mares and 1 Stallion (2) 100 milch cows and 6 Bulls (3) 4 yoke
work cattle with vokes and chains (4) 6 work mules or Horses (5) 12
ploughs assorted sizes 75 garden or corn hoes (6) 25 spades and 4
grindstones.

The stock enumerated above and the product thereof & no part or
portion thereof shall be killed exchanged sold or otherwise parted with
without the consent and direction of the Agent.

Art 6 The United States will also employ and settle among said Tribes at
or near their towns or settlements One Practical Farmer who shall
superintend all agricultural operations, with two assistant men of
practical Knowledge and industrious habits, One Carpenter, One
Wheelwright, One Blacksmith, One Principal School Teacher and as
many assistant Teachers as the President may deem proper to instruct
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said Tribes in reading writing &c and in the domestic arts upon the
manuel labor system, all the above named workmen and teachers to be
maintained and paid by the United States for the period of five years (5)
and as long thereafier as the President shall deem advisable.

The United States will also erect suitable school Houses, Shops and

Dwellings for the accommodation of the school teachers and mechanics
above specified and for the protection of the Public Property.

In testimony whereof the parties have hereunto signed their names and affixed
their seals this first day of August in the vear of Our Lord One Thousand Eight

Hundred & fifty-one

Signed sealed & delivered
after being fully explained,
in presence of

Edw. H. Fitzgerald
Brevet Major Ist Dragoons

George Stoneman
Lieutenant 1" Dragoons

Thomas Wright
2 Lieutenant 2™ infantry

J. Bidwell

E. S. Lovell
Secty, U.S. I. agy

0. M. WOZENCRAFT
United States Indian Agent

For and in behalf of the Mi-chop-da
LUCK-Y-AN, his X mark [SEAL]
For and in behalf of the Es-kuin

MO-LA-YO, his X mark [SEAL]
For and in behalf of the Ho-lo-lu-pi

WIS-MUCK, his X mark [SEAL]
For and in behalf of the To-to

WE-NO-KE, his X mark [SEAL]
For and in behalf of the Su-nus

WA-TEL-LI, his X mark [SEAL]
For and in behalf of the Che-no

YO-LO-8A, his X mark [SEAL]

For and in behalf of the Bat-si
YON-NI-CHI-NO, his X mark [SEAL]
For and in behalf of the Yut-duc

SO-MIE-LA, his X mark [SEAL]
For and in behalf of the Sim-sa-wa
PO-MA-KO, his X mark [SEAL]

Yankee Hill Historical Society (transcribed by Treva Mauch 2/29/2016)
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1851

T0 THE PEOPLE

Living and Trading among
the INDIANS in the

State Of California

e —— s

From ioformativa received, aa well as from | cy—umkiug due allownncs for their ignorance . Slutes aud truops of the service, under the direc
pemonal obeervation while traveling among the ! of our habits and institutions. and bearing in o fion of the War Depariment, such person shall
1acians, and in conformity with the requests - mind thut their babits and customs sre very dif-¢ forfeit and pay  sum not exccediog ihree bun-
made me by the inhsbitasts, more particularly | lerent from oura, tresting them kindly and with § dred dollns; sud if any saperintendent of lu-
the miners in sections of country cceupied by o a firm perseverance teach thein the require.; dian afisirs, Indisn sgent, sub-agent, or cow-
Indinos, ) : ! ments of our laws—parmitting them to remuin 2 monding officer of 8 military post bas reason 1o

Itis deemed expedicnat to publish & comnmuni- « ainoug us, teaching them industrions hubits, - | '":I['E“- or in informed that sny white person ur
cation, advisatory of thw proper policy tw be pur- ', king useful membera of the community, iu-lcud} Indiag is abont to intreduce or bas inrodoced
sued towards the Todians and the lawas in rela- b of the most dengerous snd implscalle enemy. 3 any spirituous liguor or wine into the [ndisn
tiop thersto, that nooe m?' hereafter plaad ig. ¢ In eddiion to the toregoing direct atrocions ¢ country. in vieltion of the provisions of 1his sec-
norance of the existence of said laws, and to in- ¢ outrages no frequently perpetrated on the In-  tiog, it ahiali be lnwful for soch roperintendeat,
form them that those lasrs will be enforced in ull ¢ dinns by those claiming to be civilized men, there |, Iudian sgent, or sub ageat, or n:iL'EaT'y officer,
and every instance, on those who may becomo j are those who indirectly couse as much reischief, { agreealily to such regulations as may Le estab-
amesnable to them. ) 2 en-ln_uger'mr the lives of 1he families in the com. ) lished by the President of the United States. 1o

It would appear, that most of the difficultics ¢ maniy s finnlly destroying the Indinns, as/ cause the buats, stores, packeges, or JJ']W‘ of de-
tha' uofortunately have occurred butwoen the | surely if not en speedily o8 the first. It in these ¢ poait of such person e be scarchol, wed if suy
whites sad red men, bas been owing to au im- § who for present guin steel their uunmiqlnuu}luch spirituous liquor or wine is found, the
propec and shortsighted policy. or rather a want 2 againat the futlire couscquences. knowing them goods, boats, packeges and peltvies of such per-
of trus policy with the-e children of tho furest. ¢ [raught with Mrightful evil. Selling thrse #Bw sonshall be seized and delivered to the proper
Bince she discovery of gold in this frrgian. the |, sanguinary brings intoxieating liquor, contrary :,’pﬁ:er. aid abinll be proceeded against Ly libel
mﬁmg{:uunl? that was and is peculiarly the § te law, sl in opposition to tha dictates of their | i0 the proper court, and forfeited, one hall to the
homes of the Indiana, has been found rich in the ) better judgments, and likewise avlling then ) use of the iufarmur, and the other hall o the use
precious metal, and consequently filled with s J arme and amuaition, thus iciting them to acts of thie United Stutes; and il such persou is =

pulation forsgs to them, and this hes Leen idi' violence by intoxication, und then placing in « treder his license sheil be revoked nnd Tin bowd
Ho tances withont sttempting to ) their bauds those instromengs, with which they | Fﬂ-l i suit.  And it shall moreover, be lawful
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conciliste or appease them in their grigf nod an. » may and du svek vengeases, ulike vn the inno- “for mny person in the service ol the United

ger attheloss their homes. [amsorry to say that 2 eent and culpable. % Stetes, or for any Indiaw, to take snd destroy
in many instances they have been treated in & ¢ Lam happy tolearn thot therearebutfew who |/ any srdentspirits or wing found i 1he Judian
manner, that were it Tecorded woald blot the § mow prosecuie this dangerous aud uslawful wraf-  country, except milita aupplies, 28 fuentioned
darkest page of history that has yet been peuned ; ¢ fic, ond these few are su ipused o bo Iirl't‘i;lh'rd.': io this aection; sud by 8 subseyuent act of
had they even been forcgn :nnﬁct-,]pmmiug 2 and the lnw abiding citizens (revly profier their Congress, imprisonment for 0 term of Twe yeurs
aa they do a full knowledge of the evile of grime ; aid in bringing them So jostice. ', it also imposed upon wll offenders.

and J.a peoalties therefur, and received the )  As stated above I will herewith publish the 11 is nlso provided, that in all prosecutions for

bat hax becn deslt to thess poor * Iaws in relutinn to this irmffic, thatignorauce muy | the offences mentioned in the first of 1be fore

unishment U
! going beads, *' Tudians shall be cnnpelent wit-

ignorant creatures, this enlightensd community o hnt b jilend in exteneation:

would have raised a remonstrative voice ibat |, “An Act o regulate trade and infercourse with [n- ) Besacs."

wonld have relinked the aggressor and eaused ) dion tribes and o preseroe prace, §e. t In relation tothe proper peliey to Le porsaed

him to go heyond ihe pale of civilized man, 5 Sec.13. And be it further enacred, That il noy ! tewards those Ledians whi are provided with
Indinns have hoen shot down withoot evidence o citizen or ntler pevson residing in the U. 8 ot fie-nrms, | wool sugzest thot they be disarmmed,

of their having committed an offence and withe ¢ the Terenory thereof, shall gend any talk, specch, ) but not in the menner advoested by some, who

oubeven any explanation to them of the nature ) inesnge, or lelter tu Aoy Indian nution, 1rilie, s would eitbor shout them or vielently wrest their
of our laws; they have been killed for precticing % chief, or individual, with an intest to produce a ) ars frows them. 1t would be well to cousidur
that which they, like the Spartans, deem a vir- ¢ contravention or infraciion of nuy treaty or ofh- J first, that they dwught thosr arms from the whiie
Lue; they have been rudely doiven from their 2 erlaw ol the United Siates, urto disturl the |, man, and we wuufi wish to teach them thint 1he
homes, and o2 patciated from their seered grounds, ) pesce and trunipuility of the United States, he | acts of the white man are goud, and we would
the grouods where tho nahes of their parents,  shall forfeit sud pay the sum of two thuwsend | teach thewn to imitate them, and it is uol correct
ancestors and beloved Chiefa reposs, ‘the rever- ./ dollars. 'for them lo infer, that becnuse nie or @ide
ential and suncratitions feeling of the Indians { 8ec, 20, And b it further cumeted, That il any |, white men aet budly the balanoe ur. necessarly
for the dead. anl the geouml whera they wers |, person shall ##ll, sxchiange, or give, barter, ar ; 8o
depositnd, in mure powerlal than that of any oth- & dimpae ul, I.II]"' spovitnin lipior or wine woan 2 The proper policy, would Le 1 require of
er peaple. s fadinn, fin the Todinn, eowntey.} soel porson those Indinns whe may be feuinl with arms iu

hin s mot rm'lr inhuman and ualawhul] but it ¢ shall fordeit wnd pay the som of five Josmlred © hair lands, w inform on these foon whiem they
in bad policy. The Indians of the Pacific are not /) dollars; aud if any person shal! intrdduce, or st were purchused, taking him or them before the
unlike, this great ocean o that respect, they are ) lempt Lo introduee, any spinituous liquor or wine ¢ sdlpable irader, demanding & return of tlie
ific mnd very (ractable, and hy adopting winto the Lidian conntry, except such supplics ue 7 -.umgl fmid hy the Indisn, and makivg him
jey towarda them, dictated by feelings of mer- <’ aball ba necessary for the oﬂlucur; of the United /] foel the consequonces of bis derelictions.

0. M. WOZENCRAFT,
U. S. Indian Jdgent.

pal

IS I IS,

=




San Francisco Alta California 1-14-1851

Address of lh:;nnlian Agenis.

Below wo publish an address of the Ageuts ap-
pointed by the General Government for the purpose
of teeating with the Indians, to the people of Califor-
win. We commend it to the attention of those living
in the Indian Districts, and trust that it will be re-
spected. The Ageuls proceed this day to the capital

nt Sau José.

o the Preople of Califerma, m_.!idfﬂg i the vicinily
of the Indian A'rowblea: -The undersigned, appointed
by tha Prasident of the Unitod Btates, Special Commis.
aloners, with plenary ers to visit and negotiste trea-
ties of peace and friendship, with the varioos tribes of
Indians in California, deem it proper in this way, 1o ag
qounce their arrival in the couutry, end their intertion to

J entor upon the important duties ol their mission, as earl

as the state of the weather, and of ife roads, will adwli
of ravelling. In the meantime, beasing of the difficalties
which bave recently oxisted, snc are said still to exist,
oun the crs of the Sacramento zod San Jog:uid rivers,
as wall as in other parts of the Stats, the Cominissioners
]
tupﬁnpt'mrd pursuc towards tho Tndians o conrsa of pan.
duct mark=i by mildness, moderition and forbearance —
bbiding teemselves wholly on the defeusive, at least autil
time sbul! be alforded us to invesiigate, and, if' practica
ble; redress their grievences. .

All good citizeus and emigrants are inigrested in re-
sturing to the froatier settlements the peaceful and awmi-

able relations which once so heppily existed between|

them and the Indians.

That in some of the difliculties which have recently oc-
curred the Indians hove been: tha apgressors--that the
whites have had much provocation to justify the severity
of their measures of rotaliation, will not be deuied ; stili,
s0 [ar g8 vur information extends masy lives have been
sacrificed, and much ill feeling engered unneccasarily.

The Iodians of this cooubry are répreseutod ma ex-
tremely lﬁll:larl.nt. lazy and degraded, at the same time
generally barmless and peaceable in their habits, indis-
posed to controversy, br war, with the whites, until ac-
taally.goaded to scek revenge for injuries inflicted upon
them. For them many allowaices sbould be made.
Their very imbecility, poverty, and degiadation, should.
with enlightened and liberal white men, entitlethem to
commiseration and long furbearance. _

They were the original'owuers and occapants of thase
beantiful valleys avd wountain ranges. Their fishing
and boaotiog grounds; and acorn orchards surrousding
the graves of their fathers for many generations, were
long unclaimed by others. Until the discovery of the
golden treasures, contsined inthe mountain gorges and
witer courses of California, the white and red man lived
together in peace and mutual secarity. Since that peri-
ncE wae are infotuned, the Indian has been by many con-

sidered and trested as an intruder, as & common enemy |,

of the whites, and in many instances shot down with a»

littla compunction as a deer or an antelope.

al to their [dllow ditizens, in such disturbed digtticts |

Ag thero is now a0 aarthar wézt, to which they can be
removed, the General Goverment and the people ol
Californis appesr 1o bave lelt Lul one akternative in rela
tion to these remnnnts of once numerous sad powerfal
ribes, viz - exterminoiion of demestication. As the lat-
ter includes all proper measures for theie protectivn and

ugl iinprovement, and securcs to the peopla of the |
tate an element graatly needet in the development of [
its regoarces, viz: cheap lehor—if is the one which we
deem the part of wisdom to sdopt, and, if possible, con:
summate. i

Lt will be oor earnost endeavor to quict the diflculties
which now exist, and afford to both whites und Indiane,
tlunugbount California, such protection of property ss their
good condoct may entitle them to.

1tis easential to the characier of the State, and indeed
of thie United States, es a civilized and Christlan nation,
that & stop shonld be put 1o the shedding of Ploud. If
hereafter depredations ore commijted the Yndiana,
opon either the persous or property of the whites, and
you will apprize us of the facts, we will use all proper

| uxertion to bring the offen~ers to justice, by the military

force of the United States, or otherwise.

If, on the other hand, an Indian, or Indians shall BE
Xilled in your neighborhood by a white man or. e body }
of white men, without the authority of law, we request
that in like manner, information may be gent to us. The
shooting in cold blood, of a white man by an lodian, is
murder punishable by death. So likewise if an Indian be
kitied by a white map, the crime is the same, tiie panish-
ment should be the samne, and the sefety end secority of
every community demanda that equal and exact justice
be meted oot to all alike: We dul{lri']: paying our res-
prcts to yoor Governor and other public functioneries at
Hidn Jose, and hope to abtain from them much valuable
iaformation torching our proposed dutics. Ere long we
shall hepe to meet many of you in your respective neigh-
borlivods, and avail curselves of your experieuce aud ud-
vice in effecting the objecta In view.

Very Respectiully, Your Obd’t Sorv'ts,
REDICK McEEE,
GEO. W. BARB(UR,
O M WOZENCHAPT,

Ba» Francisco, Jup. 13. 1831

P. 8. Eo far as opportunitics mway gervo the Commis-
sioners will feel obliged if intelligennt miners, traders,
&c. will take paivs to expluin purport af this paper
to the chiefs and head men of such tnbes as lhey may
meat.




San Francisco Alta California 1-15-1851

Our Indian Difliculties.

It is to be hoped that the temperate and reasona-
ble address of the Indian Agents, which we pub-
lished yesterday, may have weight with the public,

ud induce that forbearance aud moderation whick
ae importance of the matter demands. Not only do
we hope that the miners and people generally will
rause and let reason and justice guide their conduct
roward the ignorant starving savages, but that our
legislators and all those who hold public and high
trnst will use their influence to prevent the eflusion
of blood. It is not for the benefit of nur BState,
viewed even in a pecumary light, to annihilate these
poor creatures. But there are reasous infinitely be-
youd all estimate of dollars and cents, all prospeets
of profitable Lusivess or possessions, which should
guide our ceuncils aud conduct. There is a question
of justice, of humanity, of right, of religion. They
are the original possessors of the soil. Here are all
tlie associations of their lives. Heve are their tradi-
tions. The trees which we cut down are the volumes
of their unwritten histories. The mountain-tops are
their temples; the reopning streams which we turu
aside for gold have been the store-houses of their
fuod, their fisheries by us destroyed sud their sup-
plics thus cnt off.

The wild game which gave them food we have
driven frum the valleys, the very gravies of theirsires
have been dug down for the glittering gold whichlay
beucutli. Tho reckless of our people have not stop-
ped at these inevitable results. They bave sbused
uud outruged tho coufidence and friendship of the
trusting Indians, robbed and murdered themw without
compuuction, and, in short, perpetrated all thuse out-
ruges against humanity, god decency, and justice,
which have entailed upon the American public near-
ly every war which bas turned red with Iudian
Llbod the green vallies from the Peqguod and Narra-
gausett notlons, all the way through the cuntineit,
whichwe huve tuken [rom them, to the sand-burdered

homes of the Yumas, and the ooten hills of the Clear
Luke tribes.

Is it nottine to pause and iuguire if might is right |
in this mgtter? We may moke war opon them and
annihiluto thezn.  Bat is that the best poliey T isit
lLomane? Is it politic? Itis Chrisiion? We au-
swer it is not.  The Indian bas his vices; itieto be
regretted that the white man has many—ay, greater
by far thun these poor unituagbt children of nature.
And is it known, too, thut they have lived on the
most fricodly terms with us wutil oppression has
broken all the bonds between the races?

We have driven thom to the wall. Wo have
pushed them from the valleys where their arrows
procured iheir meat, from the rivers where they
canght their fish, we huve destrnyed their ook or-
chards; we have cat down or burucd their wheat
which was the sced of the wild grass ; bave slaugl-
tered the meu and dobauched the wopmen, Aud
now the ntonemement is to be, utter deatruction !
Cun God lovk down opon such cruelty, and Lless the
people puilty of the outrage? Wo therofore cull
vuce mote fur moderstion in council and moderative
in action. Our sgentsore slready upor the mission.
Let all good citizens give a helping hand. Let us
avoid if within the bounds of passibility, an Indian
war. Such s celamity would not alone be one to
the Indian. It will cost the lives of many valosble
citizens, And should it end with the totd destrie-
tion of the Iudinn tribes, it wonld be st a cost of
treasure naul blood horrible to coutemplate, for which
there could be no adequate return, aud woold be =
result over which the philanthiopist, the Christian,
and every troe hearted mau wounld mourn as the last
great sin of vationsl injustice, vivlence and oppres-
sion.
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