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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

BCHS PROPERTIES 
 

Ehmann Home  

1480 Lincoln, Oroville 
Saturday 11 am to 3 pm 

530-533-9418 
 

Museum - Archives 
Corner of Spencer and Baldwin 

Oroville 
530-533-9418 

 

Museum  
Friday from 9 am - Noon  

Saturday from 11 am - 3 pm 
 

Archives 

Thursday and Friday   
9 am - Noon 

 

Oregon City School 
2100 Oregon Gulch Road 

Oregon City, CA 
530-533-9418 

 

Bangor Church 
5730 LaPorte Road, Bangor, CA  

Noon to 2 pm on 1st & 3rd Saturday 
Closed:  Dec., Jan., Jul. and Aug. 

530-679-2112  

Slickens 
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March 2025 

Vol. 62, No. 3 

Members  receive: 
 

• Slickens (monthly newsletter) 

• The Diggin’s (quarterly 
publication) 

• 10% discount on museum store 
purchases 

• Early notice of BCHS programs 
and activities 

Joining the Butte County 
Historical Society 

 
BCHS is primarily supported by 
memberships and donations from 
the people and the friends of Butte 
County and receives no direct 
government funding. Membership in 
BCHS is open to all.  

BCHS Membership Application 

Name 
Address 
City                ZIP 
Phone  
E-mail 

Check one: 
 ___Individual ($35) ___Supporting ($55) 
 ___Family ($45) ___Sustaining ($105)  
 ___Senior ($30) ___Organization ($35) 
 ___Senior Family ($40)  

Mail with your check to: BCHS,  P. O. Box 2195, Oroville, CA  95965 
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Visit our website: https://buttecountyhistory.com/   

Rolland Petee (stage name Revello Petee) lived in Oroville from the early 
1920s until 1956 when he passed away. He had a magic act he performed 
in the area. He was also known around the country for his carving of 
wooden dummies for ventriloquists in the 1930s and 40s. He was consid-
ered one of only a handful of premier carvers at that time. One of his 
dummies was featured after his death in a 1962 episode of the Twilight 
Zone. 
 Stop by the museum and learn more about Revello Petee’s interesting 
history along with a display of parades and other forms of entertainment 
in Butte County’s history. 
 

BCHS couldn't exist without its volunteers.  All of the Board members are dedicated volun-

teers who serve in a variety of ways, but there are a number of others who help with various 
facets of the organization.  The mailing committee consists of Peggie Adamson, Connie 

Picotte, Phil Ravert, Nancy Negri, Bill Olson, and Dottie Welton.  They fold Slickens, stuff 
Diggin's into envelopes, and affix mailing labels. Cataloging is done by Sandy Brodrick, Dot-
tie Welton, and Ellie Gifford.  Dee Rucker and Connie Curry are busy digitizing photos. Santi 

Sanchez and Marci Trimlett assist Daniel Ballard with Ehmann Home tours.  John Rud-
derow, Deana Glatz and Gaylord Grams volunteer as Oregon City School docents during 
wildflower season. Additional people help with special events like the Olive Festival.                                
 

 

A Salute to our Volunteers 

On February 22 a volunteer appreciation program 
was held at the Ehmann Home as a way to say 
“thank you” to the many people who assist us in 
preserving and presenting the wonderful history of 
Butte County. 
 

At left, BCHS Vice President Daniel Ballard pre-
sents Connie Picotte with a Certificate of Apprecia-
tion for her assistance in many of our activities. 
 

At right, Daniel and BCHS President Larry Mauch 
are showing plans for future work to be done on the 
Ehmann Home. Larry provided a report on work 
accomplished and needs for the future at the pro-
gram 

More information on page 2 & 3. 

Join Us for Museum Month, March 2025. Special Opening March 1st and 2nd 10 am to 4 pm 
Learn more about entertainment in the early days of Butte County 
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The BCHS Mission  
is to preserve Butte County's rich and 
varied history, making it engaging and 
meaningful for all.  

 

Board Meets at the Butte County History 
Center the 2nd Wednesday at 7 pm 

 

2025 Officers 

President - Larry Mauch                                  
Vice President - Daniel Ballard 

Vice President, Finance - Open 

Secretary - Lucy Sperlin 

Treasurer - Janet Bertagna 

 

Board Members at Large 
Marjorie Daley 

Peggie Adamson 

Dale Wangberg 

Kent Fowler 
 

 

Publications Staff 
Diggin’s - Nancy Brower 
Slickens - Dale Wangberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wildflower Weekends at the Oregon City School 
Sundays, March 30th through April 27th 

 

Lee Dummel: The Pony Express - April 19 

 

Olive Festival:  June 21 

 

 

 

New Member 
 

  Dee Rucker  

By Nancy Brower 

The Ehmann Home has a new sign. Next 
on the list is to work on refinishing the 
balcony above the front door and some 
other smaller projects around the exterior 
of the home as the weather permits. 

The Olive Festival is scheduled for June 21st. Assis-
tance with setting up and taking down tables and pop-

ups and monitoring the road closure barriers is particu-
larly needed.  You can contact us at: 
                 buttehistory@sbcglobal.net  
or you may call (530) 533-9418 to talk to us about vol-
unteer opportunities. 

   

    
 

 

 

If you would like to help support the society as a volun-
teer, we are in particular need of docents at our build-
ings.  Even one day a month is valuable. 
 

It isn't necessary to be an expert in Butte County history 
as we have information to help you, and it is amazing 
how much you can learn in a short time just by being 
involved.   
 

.We could also use help with some light maintenance 
and clean-up projects. Contact us at (530) 533-9418. 
 

Who remembers the Chico Rotunda?  It was situated on the Big 
Chico Creek about where Sierra Central Credit Union is now lo-
cated.  Built in 1908, it was demolished in 1962. The property was 
owned by Annie Bidwell until she sold it to Samuel R. Axtell and 
F.D. Robbins in March 1908 for $1200.  As was the case with most 
Bidwell land sales, there was a restriction banning the manufacture 
or sale of alcoholic beverages on the property.  The intent was to 
construct a natatorium (indoor swimming pool), skating rink and 
an ice and cold storage plant. One stipulation for a lower purchase 
price was the YMCA would be allowed to use the auditorium for 
Sunday afternoon meetings and that all Union Evangelistic and 
prohibition meetings would be free of charge.  
 

On August 11, 1908, the Chico Rotunda Bath and Amusement Company was formed with J.W. Kerns, W.R. 
Brown and B.S. Kerns as owners. It is believed that Mrs. Bidwell also put money into the company due to her 
concern about girls swimming in Big Chico Creek.  Boys could easily change in the bushes, but it was more 
difficult for girls, particularly due to the profusion of poison oak in the area.  The 85 foot diameter  
pool was open to the domed roof, and the second floor was a roller skating rink. 
 

Much of the lumber for construction of the Rotunda came from the old Sierra Lumber Company flume.  Un-
fortunately, the Rotunda was never a financial success, and on March 3, 1910, the company defaulted on the  
note.  In the building's second decade, Mr. and Mrs. M.F. Bouillard owned the Rose City Wet Wash there and 
lived in the building.  They ran the swimming pool, which was quite popular.  During this time, the dome  
crashed into the pool, so Bouillard had it removed for safety's sake. 
 

The skating area was turned into a place for dancing, and Mr. Starnes played the piano.  Unfortunately, some-
one else took over from him, and the events turned rowdy and were ended.  At one point the swimming pool  
was floored over, and used during World War II as a dance center for teenagers.  The Chiapellas bought the 
building in 1943.  It was later used as a warehouse before its 1962 demolition.  It was a sad end for a  
show place where Chicoans took out-of-town visitors. 

 

Information from the Chico Enterprise –Record of December 28, 1962 

 

A Message of Thanks 

Below is a list of our 2024 Olive Festival Volunteers 
and Committee members. We would like to thank them 
for all their hard work in planning and putting on this 
event. We could not do it without you! 
The 2025 Olive Festival is coming up soon and is well 
in to the planning stage. It can be a lot of work but it is 
a lot of fun too! Please consider joining us. 

Peggie Adamson 

Jan Bales 

Daniel Ballard 

Janet Bertagna 

Sandy Brodrick 

Nancy Brower 
Kent Fowler 
Margaret Fowler 

Aedan Gifford 

Ellie Gifford 

Marisa Gifford 

Owen Gifford 

Dixie Hargrove 

Dorothy Lindsay 

P.J. Shepard 

Dale Wangberg 

Thanks to everyone who has al-
ready paid their dues for 

2025.  If you aren't sure, check 
your Slickens mailing label. An 

orange stripe indicates your 
dues are still due! 

Thank You! 

mailto:buttehistory@sbcglobal.net

